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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Senators take oath of office

The 1993 Senate came to order Tue.,
Jan. 5, as Joanell Dyrstad, lieutenant
governor, brought down the gavel,
signaling the start of the 78th Legislative
Session.

Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-
Sturgeon Lake) served as Clerk Pro Tem.
Chmielewski conducted a roll call of the
Senate as his colleagues came forward to
present their certificates of election to
Chief Justice A.M. Sandy Keith of the
Minnesota Supreme Court. Keith then
administered the oath of office to the
body of Senators.

Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) received
the gavel after the Senate elected him
President of the Senate. Spear, a profes-
sor at the University of Minnesota, is a
twenty year veteran of the Senate. Spear
thanked his colleagues for their vote of
confidence, and pledged to preside over
the Senate in a scrupulously fair manner
and to maintain respect for the traditions
and history of the institution.

Senators then elected the officers of the
Senate, including Patrick E. Flahaven as
Secretary of the Senate, and Janine
Mattson as First Assistant Secretary.
Other Senate Desk Officers elected
include Patrice Dworak, Second Assistant
Secretary; Catherine Morrison, Engross-
ing Secretary; Sven Lindquist, Sergeant at
Arms; and Ralph Graham, Assistant
Sergeant at Arms. Members also ap-
proved the nomination of Bishop David
W. Preus for Senate Chaplain.

After the officers subscribed to the oath
of office, the body approved several
resolutions, including ones that named
Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) as
Majority Leader, Sen. Dean Johnson (IR-
Willmar) as Minority Leader, and
Chmielewski as President Pro Tem.
Other resolutions related to Senate
operations.

" The Senate re-convened briefly on
Wed., Jan 6., and again on Thur., Jan. 7,
to approve minor procedural motions and
resolutions, one of which allows the
governor to address a Joint Session with
the other body on Thur., Jan 14, at 6:45
p.m. to present the State of the State

address. Senators also agreed to freeze
their pay at 1992 levels, but disagreed as
to whether it should be done through
administrative or legislative action.

1994-95 budget forecast

The Senate Finance Committee,
chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-
Coon Rapids), met Wed., Jan. 6, to hear
the 1994-1995 biennium budget forecast
by Commissioner John Gunyou, Minne-
sota Dept. of Finance. According to
Gunyou, a $769 million budget shortfall
for the 1994-95 biennium awaits Gov.
Catlson and the 1993 Legislature.
Forecasted revenues from taxes and other
revenues are expected to increase by
$1.318 billion (9.1 percent) over the
current biennium. Current state expendi-
tures, however, without any additional
commitments, are expected to rise by
$2.206 billion (15 percent, Gunyou
added. A $986 million dollar imbalance
will be slightly reduced due to a $217
million balance now forecast for the
current biennium, according to depart-
ment estimates.

Tom Stinson, state economist, Dept. of
Finance, explained that the $217 million
balance is due to a better than expected
economic performance in Minnesota
during 1992. Stinson added that from
Nov. 91-Nov. 92, jobs in Minnesota
increased by 2.4 percent compared to the
national average of 0.4 percent. Al-
though Minnesota fared better than most
states in 1992, most of the employment
growth occurred in the service sector,
according to department estimates.
Stinson said that Minnesota also experi-
enced an increase in trade during 1992,
but the change was largely due to the
creation of 6,000 new jobs last summer at
the Mall of America.

Merriam expressed concern over the
38.5 percent (or $632 million) increase in
spending on health care in the next
biennium. George Hoffman, Dept. of
Human Services, responded that an
increase in the number of aged and
disabled persons needing medical assis-
tance, as well as a growing nursing home
caseload, accounts for the bulk of the
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projected increase. Discussion of the
budget shortfall will continue.

Community rating phase-in endorsed

The Health Care Committee, chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), met
Wed., Jan. 6, to consider a bill that would
modify language in the MinnesotaCare
legislation on community rating of
Medicare supplement insurance policies.

Under current legislation, all such
coverage is required to be offered, issued,
sold or renewed at these newly established
community rates beginning Jan. 1, 1993.
S.F. 2, co-sponsored by Berglin and Sen.
Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro), modifies
the date of community rates by allowing a
two year phase-in implementation
schedule for insureds who reside in the
non-Metro counties (all counties except
eight in the Metro Area). The bill
proposes that half the anticipated pre-
mium adjustment be implemented Mar. 1,
1993 and the other half on Jan. 1, 1994.

An amendment, offered by Berglin,
allows health plans other than health
maintenance organizations (HMO's) to
choose to use the phase-in timetable only
for renewal coverage and fully implement
community rating for any newly-issued
coverage. Berglin's amendment was
approved, as was an amendment applying
to Medicare enrollees. Under the
amendment, issuers of Medicare supple-
ment policies are prohibited from impos-
ing preexisting condition limitations or
discriminating in pricing of a policy
because of an enrollee's health record for
a six-month period beginning when the
person first enrolls under Medicare Part B
(hospital) coverage. A person under 65
can qualify for Medicare based on a
disability.

Berglin said that some insureds have
delayed issuance of premiums because of
the controversy generated by the proposed
rate increases. She explained that passage
by the end of January will allow insurance
companies to give 30 days notice to their
policyholders.

The committee approved the bill and
re-referred it to the Commerce and
Consumer Protection Committee.




























Governmental Operations and

Reform Committee

Chair: Sen. James Metzen

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Presentations by George
McCormick, Senate Counsel, and Greg
Hubinger, Legislative Commission on
Employee Relations. Dept. of Employee
Relations presentations by Linda Barton,
commissioner, Bob Cooley, employee
compensation manager, Nancy McClure,
deputy commissioner, and Jan Wiessner,
deputy commissioner.

Transportation and Public
Transit Committee

Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielewski

8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of the Dept. of Public
Safety by Michael Jordan, commissioner.
Discussion of S.F. 12-Chmielewski: A
resolution expressing the Legislature’s
opposition to federal legislation requiring
suspension of licenses for individuals
convicted of violations of the federal
Controlled Substances Act.

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of the Dept. of Human
Services.

Jobs, Energy and Community

Development Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Nowvak

10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Presentations will be given by:
Jane Brown, commissioner of the Dept. of
Jobs and Training; David Geary, director
of the Energy Assistance Program; and
Gary Sorensen, assistant commissioner of
Job Service and Unemployment
Insurance.

Metropolitan and Local
Government Committee

Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of organizations and
discussion of legislative concerns by:
David Fricke, executive director of the
Minnesota Association of Townships;
Vern Peterson, executive director of the
Association of Metropolitan
Municipalities; and Terry Merritt,
executive director of the Minnesota
Municipal Board.

Finance Committee

Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam

4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: Background information on
bonding and the capital budget process.

Thursday, January 21

Senate in session at 9:30 a.m.

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of theDept. of Health.

Jobs, Energy and Community

Development Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Nowak

10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Overview of the Dept. of Labor
and Industry with presentations by: John
Lennes, commissioner, discussing the
history of the department; Gary Bastian,
deputy commissioner, discussing general
support; Leo Eide, assistant commissioner,
discussing workers’ compensation; and
Nancy Christensen, assistant
commissioner, discussing OSHA.

Veterans and General
Legislation Committee

Chair: Sen. Jim Vickerman

12 noon Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Overviews including: Jeff Olson,
deputy commissioner, Dept. of Veterans
Affairs; Tom Ryan, executive director,
Dept. of Military Affairs; and Richard
Zierdt, executive director, Veterans
Homes Board.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Juvenile justice issues and
perspectives with presentations by: Justice
Sandra Gardebring, chair, Advisory Task
Force on the Juvenile Justice System;
Mark Shields, director, Criminal Justice
and Law Enforcement Services, Attorney
General’s Office; John Stuart, state public
defender; minorities in the juvenile justice
system report; and local juvenile
corrections representatives.

Finance Committee

Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam

4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: The debt capacity forecast will
be discussed by representatives from the
Dept. of Finance.

Friday, January 22

No meetings scheduled at press
time.
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